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IHE Reſon of my compoſing the 
loving Diſcourſe, was a Deſire 
'T had, to lead myſelf, and ſome 
others, to a full Exerciſe of that 


; Temper, which is deſcrib'd in it, at a Time, 


hben there were conſiderable Temptations, 


ro g cbutrary Diſpoſition : If thoſe who firſt 


heard it, receive any further Benefit by this 
Publication, I have my Deſire, with reſpect 
to them, which is, that they may proſper as 


* 
* 


meell as others. 


M making" publick at this Time, a Per- 
ſuaſroe to the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Chari- 
ty, will not be judged unſeaſonable by any, 
who believe it to be a fundamental Duty 
of Chriſtianity, and neceſſary to their Hap- 
Ppineſs in this, and the coming World; becauſe 
. 2 nothing 


BF 14552 


other in this World ; then it can neuer 


each other, and ſerve to alleviate the Senſe 
F thoſe natural Evils, none can wholly 


avid, as it will alſo qualify them for the 
fecial Happineſs of a future State. | 


ER rn 44 1 . 

th 10 0 . that Importance can be lad . 
h mfifted on, and different Ways and 
ners of treating the ſame Subject, may 
þ 29's it more 0 W and e 
victive. 

As for tho ſo who have, 55 3 an in- 
dulged Selfiſpneſs, or froward ſtifled 
all generous and kind Emotions of 7 — 

tote ard any but ſuch as be like themſelves, 
it it not to be expected, but they will al- 
ways think Diſcourſes of this bind ung 
cefſary, if not prejudicial, by reaſon "bf - 
their Tendency to moleſt what they count .q 
a prudent Care of Self, as a neceſſary Con. 
cern for the Eſſentials of their Sect and 
Party: But if there be ſuch a Thing as 4 


faul Self- Love, and criminal Confinement 
of our Benevolence and Complacency, whence 


ariſe all the Evils Men ſuffer from.oue att; 


out of Seaſon, to endeavour a Revival of. . 
that god. lite Diſpoſition among Mem, bir 
will cauſe them to be mutually helpful fo 


If this ſmall Book ſhould fall into the 
Hands of any who doubt the Truth of Chriſ- 
tianity, and they will condeſcend to peruſe 
it, I would hope they will 9 much 
of the Beauty and Excellency of hriſtian 
Charity, as muſt oblige them to own it 4 
very ſirong internal Evidence of a divine 
Revelation, in as much as it is a mire e. 


alted . 


„ 


2 


Feat hen Moralifts, much beyond their boaft- 
ed Friendſhip and Love of their Country, 
which are commonly placed in Competition 


c TOO. 


fore, to the aw of * which will give 
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with it, but which are too confin d Aﬀec- 
tions 1 any Thing, like that uni- 
ver ſal Good: among Men, which Chriſtian 


Charity was deſign'd to promote, and would 


certainly effett, were it generally prattiſed. 
Tt's @ very great Pity, that ſo few o 


| 700 2 who profeſs Subje ion to Chriſt, ſbould 
Liber underſtand or comply with his Royal 
Lat of” Love. Many. Endeavours have 


been uſed to promote the Ob 1ſervance of this 


new Commandment, without much Effect; 


but God may be yet "Intreated to give better 


Succeſs, therefore may the God of Love 


and Peace ſend the Reſidue of his Spirit 


among 3 that as they are undoubt- 
edly united in a Community of Faith, (as to 


thoſe Truths that be of the Foundation,) /o 


they may 1:6 more throu g united in a Com- 


2 ectian; EY that inſtead o 
Pride and N 2 „rigid Cen ſure — 


Calummy, ( Diſcord 7 V; Age, and other 


evil Fruits, of 4 falſe aud intemperate 


Zeal for the 2 Seng ties of different 
Parties, a ws Leal may take 


Place, proportion” to the Worth and Mo- 


ment of Things, attended with fervent 


Charity to all the Members of 3 


and unconfin d Benevolence to all Men. 


Thust may Chriſtianity approve itſelf to 
be of Gd. the Obedience of its Profeſ” 


the 


Cot LP * 
3 


e 


* 
Xx 
v- # 


dis 
- 
Ss 


oy 


2 
36 6 
by h 
* 
* a 
. 
0 


- 


a es 1 2 
0 5 * 
- * * 


5 
. 
| 
+, 
| 


* 


x 


* 


W 


. "If the follow 


Bf Ws * 


g Sheerr 


wil 45 * Ehe 
E pre 
"of uni ver ſal Kiman 
nor, I all {itt ba 
N 


8 "and this. mi"; 


F 4 933 . # þ » 3 


MY N "$31 8 1 


As 
4 


\ Eh Count, Roy. F 
Dr © OS: WY \ 


Ty 


« * Lo * * 7 N 
7 : \ 3 > 6 EIS wh . 4 KK * ! 
* 8 " 
A " « % * 9 Og * 
ein V. ' | L 
143 L's * "AS 4 _— © EE TR. —T x" . 
La * - " \ f 0 1 
«4 | * \ * X 3 * 
$ e } SS 7% >. 4 g 
% + W..% 3 FLY 4. 1 
0 1 4 9 7 : C a 4 4 . 
: *. = $5, © : * 7 A 9 | 
* u WX. by * * mY + + N 
* 4 A 
* J : FF — . * 
* . 7 * 
K \ 5 8 4.44% LY 4433 
* r * 5 - *. 


I An 


1 


ay. . 


* * 
* 
. # 1 A 
* = 
4 * 
Wo 
* 
& 
. 
F - 
+ 4 
«Ss . 
* 
—— A, : 
uf . 
* 2 
* 
1 „ 
” A 
„ 
* 
* #.% 
f 4 — ij * * ; 
2 0 ' " . * Fo 
* * 4 ** * 1 , 
* by 4 5 
- *. M 
105 KU. ” 2 
* i * 1 0 
t * = * = 
#»- * 
4 1 
; | 
3 b FT 
* . 
* 
* * 
* * | „ 
: * = 
— \ v 
E | ' *. 
2 - A 
N » 8 * 
* 
* 4 A 
jon" 
. 
N » * — — F _— ” 
— . 
* 6 
* 
# * 
: , Y 
* 
, * 
* 


LY 


IJ 


«reds ak L444 _4 La _ 


CHARITY | 


FE - wy 0s M6.) 
Bond 15 'Perfe@nek. 


* 


CO L. 14. 


Aud above all theſe Thin of 5 on Cbarity, 
erfechugſʒ. 


Se, 


. which is the Bond 


ons, _ them who 
N. nr be thought. Chriſtians, 

even of the purer Kind, makes it 

highly expedient, frequently to 

nr inſiſt on the great and neceſſary 

Go of Charity. 

ux Bie d Lord, who came into the World 


to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and to re- 


ſtore, within Men, thoſe kind and tender In- 
clinations towards one another, which would 
render them moſt like their heavenly Father, 


the kindeſt and beſt of Beings, left it among 


his —_ as his parting ice, . they 
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unto you, that ye love out anot ber; as Ibave loved 
Jon, that ye alſo love one another ; by this 
all Men know, that ye are my Diſziptes, 2 

have Love, one to another. 3 


Tus primitive Chriſtians paid a ſingular Re- 


ſpect to this expreſs Command of their Lord; 


and, tho there were as great Variety of Tem- 


| 2 75 and Diſpoſitions among them, as other 
en, and even conſiderable Differences of Opi- 
nion, about religious Matters, among We 
Jewiſb and Gentile Converts, yet they main- 
tain'd fervent Charity : So that it was remark- 
able among the Heathen, even to a Wonder, how 
the Chriſtians loved one another! TD 
Bur, how little of this excellent Spirit, this 
Chriſtian Temper, is now to be met with among 
them, who call themſelves by the Name of 
Chrift ? Is not the whole viſible Church rent to 
Pieces, by a Spirit of Diſcord, and Unchari- 
tableneſs? Do we not ſee whole Societies, and 
Chriſtian Communities, hating one another, at 
leaſt, keeping at a Diſtance, and abſtaining from 
ſocial and friendly Offices in Life, only be- 
cauſe they happen to differ about Matters of 
, Sentiment and 3 ? Nay, do not Mem- 
bers of the ſame Societies, who have nothing of 
Sentiment to quarrel about, yet ſo far indulge 
their particular Humours and Intereſts, as to 
harbour very ill-natur'd Affections, towards one 
another? For Anger, Strife, Calumny, Hatred, 
Malice, and the like, do very much abound 3; 
and the Frequency of them do (I am afraid) 
occaſion them to be thought, only ſmall Faults, 
if any at all: But whatever the Apprehenſions 
Gul. v. 20, Of the Guilty may be; yet the Scripture is very 
21. expreſs, that Hatred, Variance, Emulations, 
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ſhoulJ*particul, * Things, at- 
. tend to 45s, as the Spirit and Life of their Pro- 
8% felfion: For, ſays he, a nem Command ment I give 
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Kingdom | 

Iv, will beſt ther us the Ia ſueh 
Mu be 2 Corifideration of their oppo- 

ſits Virtue, Charity, which, in this Epiſtle, is re- 


tues. 8 


In the Chupeer before me Se. Paul advida oh; 
Chriſtian Vir 


fave, to 


Fractice of many 


e 


reſſed - 
e, % es Ford they 
vs a peculiar Regard to heavenly 


Evils te woul have them avoid, 
nul 'Vioos; t 
Sue 8, Dor mm, L 
Fenn, wvil Condipiſoencs, and 


are thoſe 


_ their Cotwerſion to Chtiſtian were prone 
to, 1 not — 4 — of ſo Hei- 
nous a Nature, as the former; but the 


thought otherwiſe, and, therefore, * them 


thus: But 2221 ou are Chriſtiahs, alfd pur 

an bee, Anger, Wrath, Moe Bi Demy, or 
vikSpeaking; 72 thy Communication, and lis not one 
to anot her; ſeeing you have put off the old Man, with 
bis Deeds, amd baus put on the new Man, i. e. ſee- 
ing ou haye abandon'd your old Converſation and 


ces, and are, as it were, new Men, not livi 
Gras Te 9 


ceive: Fkre tore 


le off all thoſe 
be inconfiſterit wit 0 


* 


det; Ang, 49 a9 


— _ all other unn ung 


hinge, and 
tly entertain them, in their Minds 2» the 
no power eren Morives to avoid every Thing that 
i EIN rſue that which is Good. A 


were addicted to, while Heathem : 

 Inordinate did. 5, 7 
veſt, 'wbich- 

i Holatry; and thoſe relative Vioes, which, after 


| nou ormer Ignorance, but being well info 
e ou are become like him, | 
formed you to this, and who cannot 18 57 35 
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22 
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neſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, L 

"_ forbearing one another, aud forgiving, one an. 

other, if am Man have a Quarrel gain 

as 22 forgave you, ſo alſo do ye © cn Ola: 
ords of the Text; Ana, above toll theſe, 

Things, put on Chari ty, which is the Bond of Pere; 


071-180 1 *4 we} 


Apofle 8 of 1 in this 
and the foregoing Verſes, is, evi ntl, in, Allw; 

K Garments; for the Vices he di wades from, 

Vit. ented as the Cloathing of the Old Maa 
a ſpe erefore, he adviſes to ai them off, andthe. 
hriſtian Virtues he exhorts them to put on, as 4 
proper Dreſs ſor the New Man; But over, or up- 
on All the otlier Virtues, he would have the Cloſe 
ſcant put on Charity, as the moſt beautiful of All 


other Graces, e. dau therefore, be; wor? 


i] . 9 in Si ght, as an ** Garments the z 
1 ſo it might appe cane Woh rinciple they acted 
wo 1 ubdelly, by Charity, here, we are to dm 


derſtand Brotherly Love; w ich i is the immediate. 


TDTriaciple, or Spring, from whence all relatiye Dar, 
— fg to flow; and without, wh 9 es y 
e pee ha is no Virtue. 1028/4 8 evo 


* 1 

"Of : " Hence. obſerve, .. © 0 2 
27 I. Taar Charity is the Bon of Pertetebk 

A II. Tnar theExcellency of Charity, ſhould pre- 
. ait wien us, to Pur it it on. N 

= - * Chorin js. the Bond'of Perfenefe.. N 
1 HA 'T by Charity. we are to HE ITO 


a * | 84 Will appear to any one who com Pare N 
3 | 4995 Verſe Ach the Text; for all tho:T 
We > Arg regpired x to pats on, have | an Was 8 
428110 77 on ur; and, e a 
tom Which they arc to procee as their Princi 
e of the fame Nature. CHA 0 


1 People of God, Hoy, and 1 de 
fire imitate him, and put 0n.Bowels 0 — 4 
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the one ſignifies Good Will, or wiſhi 


0 


a eee, 


A= to the — 1, Bond of Parfelineſe, it is 2 
metaphorical Ex 1 ENTS 
unites Perſons at 4. Thin 


Manner: The original 


Things this Bond is deſign d to unite, are of that 
N — that nothing more contributes to their 
Perfection, than ſuch an Union. 

Bur in order to our more fully 
the Excellency of this Virtue of Charity, 1 
8 

J. Tus Extent of this Charity, which . 
--- tle ſtiles, the Bond of Perfectneſs. 

1. How Charity unites Perſons and Things. 

III. Tnar the Union reſulting from Charity, i is 

a Perfection, wherever it obtains. 

Tuxsx three Particulars, when duly examin'd, 

will give us a juſt Idea of the Nature and Im- 


- portance of this amiable Grace, and alſo prepare 


us to receive with Meekneſs the Word of Exhor- 
_ ariſing from the ſecond general Head. 


WILL ä the Extent of that Charity, | 


the A poſtle ſtiles, the Bond of Perfectneſs: 


this I ſhall do, with reſpect to it's Objects, and 

| the Degree of its Exerciſe, towards each of them. 

f general, all Men are the Objects of this 
Charity, * demand our Exerciſe of it towards 
them, in a certain Proportion. 


1. IN 


3 ſeveral Charity, or Brotherl ly 
is —_—— L. — kr gy, dr eu 

viz. Benevolence and placency : 

well to 


eo: 


any one; the other, a taking Pleaſure 
in any 1 on account of ſome real or imagi- 


3 Qualities. 


ARITY, as far as it is contain d. under the Term 


1 is due unto all Men: We ought to 


| * and deſire n,: of all about us; my 


Wend o we 1 Borg, cord eu- 
ſignifies ſuch a Bond, as that whereby many Things 
are encloſed, and bound up together; and thoſe 


tending 
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kind 
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eee e 
all the Good we can, re 
and to p as much at in us 


lies, the Maſt 
ſhould. be —— of ſuch a Principle; 
and will be ſo where it is real; for true Love, or 
Charity, is an active Virtue, that will exert itſelf 
wherever it ns, in all Offices of Kindneſs that 
are ſuitable to the Neceſſities of ſuch as 2 
and where theſe are . „ (when 

ties and Abilities concur,) there, we may — 
no true Principle of Charity ſubſifts ; — if ſuch 
a Principle be pretended, it's as dead and uſeleſs, 
as Faith without Works; which the Apoſtle 


James evidently proves, when 2 of 445 pf | 


iber or Sifter be 2 and deftitute Food, 
and one of you ſay unto them, depart iu Peace, be 
you warmed and filled, notwithſtanding you give 
them not thoſe Thin gs that are niedful to the Bab; 
what Aotb it profit 
Bur, then, as we ought to juſtify our Pretences 
to any. human and benevolent Diſpoltions, by do» 
ing all the Good we can unto others; ſo we muſt 
take heed, that whatever Acts of Kindneſs we do 
unto our Neighbours, 2 real Love 


and Affection to them; elſe they will not be Chari- 
ty y 3 for our doing cver ſo many henefcent Ac- Ac- 


. if t 2 1 onate Rey 
to our Fellow - Creatures, w nothing. 
here js neither Vieens or Prae in f Thin of 
this Kind, if it derives from the low Pri of 
any Self- Intereſt, in this World; if it be done, 
to promote our Reputation, or further ſome 
ſa 0 Doven ; it is in ſuch a Caſe, bare human 
Policy, not Virtue; it is only a Counterfeit of that 


which is good; and nothing elſe can make it re- 
ally ſo, but a diſintereſted 
vnifigned, tothe whale human ce 0 


Affection, and Love 


Nar, 


of any 33 This 
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though de ee * 


Nax, 


to ach the Importunities of Conſcience, as de⸗ 
ing apprehenſiye they are our Duty, and yet be 


attended with a true benevolent Affection to 
4 Perſon we help or ſerve, we ſhall be little t 
better for them; for without Love there can 


Beneficence will be no profitable Virtue to us, if it 
be any at all. This Remark is entirely agreeable 


u0t Charity, it would profit nothing 

Now a beneyolent Diſpolition ſo 8 
continually to determine us to do all the Good 
we can to our Fellow-Creatures, is what weought 
entertain towards all Men; and nothing can 


us from this Degree of Charity, 3 Per- 
rs, Circumſtances, or Relations (to 


whe what they will. 


AD 


Characters are undoubtedly, the 
of our Averſion; dut not io the Perles 


. who wear thoſe Characters, at leaſt, not in the 


fame Proportion. We may, and ought to hate 


what is evil, and vicious; but we are not to hate 


the. Perſons, who are ſo; for we are obli b 
the Laws,of Humanity and Chriſtianit — d 


ſuch, to wiſh-their Reformation and 


to pray for. it, ivy — uſe any kind in 
our Power, for — it. 1 a 
Love of e ſuch — by no 


ities 

are ſuppoſed to exceed, in ſo high a 

— — 3 and amiable ones: But Benevolence is 

their Due, as they are Partakers, with us, 

Nature; and they are entitled to all 

— external Evidences of ſuch a Dif ition, till, 
ſome exorbitant Actions, they 

es Enemies to Society; in that Caſe, in 


— they arc to be abandon'd NU ps Ke 


no fulfilling the Law; and, therefore, ſuch cold 


» the. Suppoſition St. Paul makes, that, although 1 Cor. xii. 


'A all his Goods to feed ths Poor, and had 3. 


Selene them 
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annere 
and private Benevolence muſt give way to that 
general one we owe to the reſt of our Species. 
_ © Nerrazs will any Circumſtances Perſons are in, 
render themunworthy of our Benevolence. Thoſe 
who are in proſperous Circumſtances, meet with 
a great deal, not onby of Benevolence, but Com- 
placency too, in outward yp nn ; and it is 
Well if it be any more than Appearance; for moſt - 
| Perſons are kindly affected to the Rich and Great, 
for their own ſakes, not theirs :* But there is a 
difintereſted Benevolence due to the Rich and 
Powerful; for though they want no outward Ser- 
vice from us, but what they can, and therefore 
— — to compenſate, yet we ought, without any 
ſelfiſn View, to wiſh them well, rejoice at their 
1 and even deſire the Continuance of it, 
f _ it be manifeſtly employed to the Hurt of 
Geo - - £553 23 wth +8 : 
Ixx Poor, Deſtitute, and Afflicted, are ſo ma- 
2 which Providence throws in our Way, 
the outward Exerciſe of our Benevolence, by 
our ſupplying their Neceſſities, and alleviating 
their Griefs, according to our Ability, and the 
1 of the Caſe. A 4 b e n 
Bur of all Circumſtances, we fin Experience, 
that thoſe of a Nature do —— than any 
other, weaken that kind Benevolence which Man- 
kind owe one another; but however it has been, 
and ſtill continues, in fact, to be ſo, yet it ought | 
not ſo to be; for there can be nothing pleaded 
from Reaſon or Revelation, that can juſtify our 
withholding a benevolent Charity from thoſe who 
differ from us ever ſo widely in religious Principles 
or Practices; (as to Differences among Chriſtians, 
J ſhall ſpeak to them anon; but here I am only 
treating of Mankind in general, many of whom 
profeſs very different and oppoſite Religions to 
thoſe of others; and yet they are under ſtrong 
Obligations to mutual Benevolence;) for Rea os 
„ a wo 
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b & "05 | of Parfel Goth 
would ſhew Men were SR Judge 


and act for themſelves in Afﬀai 
= 


225 an. . Perſon's uſing his R 
immediately affect the 
— the pes: So. that there. is wy why we 
deny our Charity * far as it's. contained 
9 ) to any. of our Wei 110 be. 
14 ae 950 what Religion — 8 will, if fo 40 55 
that, under the Pretence of Rel n they do us 
invade the ights of other 75 
Peace of Societies. Arena 9 don th 
lowing 39.4 an Alienation of our Affe Ne or a De- 
nial ok kind Offices to any Man of different Re- 
ligign from e that it en oor the uite con- 


* 


the yg 


285 id ! Poa, 5 2 with 
People of another igio no 
8 | cighbour, but 0 a were Ut oh. 


ation, 230 505 oped 2 the 52 külälled the au, of 


loving their ur as emſelves, if "they 
find all Acts Ne Find and bene fo Grow 


their 
own People : But Chriſt, by that Pat: 
the Miſtake, and dirc&s the N zoke to, 
to go, and do as the e A doe 
j. e. extend his Comp and. Aſſiſtange to all 
who wanted it, of whateyer Nation or Religion 
hy happen to be. _ 
Hees it a pears, that a conſiderable 
of Charity is due from Chriftians to Jews and P 
127 for Chriſtianity allows not of Eamity to 
art of the human Nature; it's happy 
penn for them who are not Chriſtians, that they 
Hy not eas as the Goſpel, and 1 We fhould 192 
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t 0 65 Wer Gore ality 5 == : 
though at” a e lie under e 
by no means deſerve our Hatred 
as there de many glorious Promiſes of their 
ration, ſo we are oblig'd to pray foe the Comp 0 
tion of thoſ Pronafes: an if | we muft 
ame * ers for them, beute uch Prayers 2 
cant, which be void of Charity: The 
— Jews hen demand much Tenderneſs from us, 45 
Rom. ix. they are the natural Seed of Abraham, Go#'s Friend; 


*”*. "as to them OS” the Adoption, 1 55 Glory, the 


A. the giving ibe Law, Ib Service g 
8 400 the 6M whoſe were the Farber 
go gi: . bf + whom, arcor 5 tothe Fleſb, Cr. 


Rom. xi. DBers1vts, St. Pant tells us, their F 
11,25, 26. on Pur that through thy 7 "Fall nods 
the Gentiles; and that Blinduefs ip Part is 
Ne ano ? fract, till the Filly 5 be ow 
e . an e hall pe 
Tux Gentile World likewiſe, Which 
1 ſhould ſhare in our Charity” for hes he 
miſes that they "ſhall be brou ate or out 5 their 9 
neſs, into hi marvellous 
This we ale to pray for, at Hehe ny 
deavours alſo, as far as we are able, to render them 
Partakers of thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings we enjoy ; aud 
in order to our being perfect in Love or arity 
towards Mankind in general, we muſt not only ex- 
tend our Benevolence fo al let their religious Prin- 
ciptes be what they will, but alſo have a compla- 
cential Love for any who are good or virtuous, 
and that in Proportion to the Height of cheir mo- 
ral Chara#er; tor the perfecting E this is the 
great End of alcligion. 
Bur further, Whatever Relations Perſons are in 


to us, they have a Right to one Degree or other 
SOME 


of our Charity. 
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Sone Relations demand yn AE 85 
com Eee d d A ag '. "= 
| have no Right to this yet a e ene An 15 
rome the various Relations Men may be in 
to one another, I Will only confider the two 
fito ones, any may be in to us, either as Friends 
or Enemies. Friends, while we think them ſuch, 1 
we cannot but regard In a very different Manner _ 
to what we do others; and indeed we ought to do lf 
ſo; for we owe them not only Benevolenee, but 1 
Complacency: But then we mutt not let the Regard 8 
we have for Friends ſwallow up our Charity to .. 
thers, no, not our Benevolence to Enemies; elſe 
we ſhall fall i into the ſame Miſtake with-the ewe, 
who interpreted the Law thus, Thou ſbalt lobe thy Mat. v. 43. 
Neighbour, and hate thine Enemy. ow wrong 
the "Fews were in making this Gloſs, may appear 
from their own Political Law, for there it is thus 
— Rl If thou meet thine Enemy's Ox, or his, Exod. 
going thou ſbalt ſurely bring it back to him ri 4.5. 
* Pr thou 7205 the Aſs f. him that hateth thee, 
vg under his Bara, and wouldeft forbear to 
— him, thou ſhalt urely help. him. : indeed, 
moſt of the Civil Laws of any Community, are 
defign'd to prevent, as far as 5 be, . eee 
bad Conſequences of private Hatred and Reven 
But the Laws of Chriſt (which are defign'd'to 
fluence the Minds of Men, as the moſt Iikel y Way 
of throughly affecting their Practice) has cxpref 
forbid Alf evil Affection to our n cont | 
dered as an Enemy; therefore our Lord, in O 
ſition to the fdreclted Jewiſß Maxim, thus e 
But I ſay unto you, love your Enemies, bleſs gy r. #4 


— 


that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and 45: 46 þ 3 
pray for them that efpighifully uſe you, and perſe- 1 
2 you, that you may be the Children of your Fa- 9 
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ther which is in Heaven for if you love them (only) 


which love you, what Reward have youu? LY 
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3 evident, what Degree of Charity, or Love, is due 
j two Enemies: Not a Love of Complacency or De- 
WH light; for that would be commanding an Impoſ- 
| tibility, and a confounding the very different 
. Rights of Friends and Enemies: But it is a Love 
4 of Benevolence, exerting itſelf in bleſſing them 
11 doing good to them, and prayi for them; and 
. the Reaſon offer d (which is, that ſo doing will 
4 make us like our heavenly Father) proves it to be 
2 Love of Benevolence, and no more; for God 
| does not love the Evil and Unjuſt, with a Love of 
8 Complacency, but he continues to them the Boun- 
{ | a ty of his Providence, as an Evidence of his Bene- 


volence and Willingneſs to lead them unto Re- 
pentance. Beſides, this benevolent Regard to Ene- 
EL mies, in Imitation of the Deity, is entitled to a 
'F Reward hereafter, which a higher Degree of Love 
1 to Friends has no Claim to; becauſe the Com- 
| - . Placency we have in Friends is ſo natural a Pleay 
8 ure, that ourTendency to it is involuntary ; and it 
E! no more needs or deſerves a Reward, than any o- 

N ther innocent Gratification of a natural Appe- 
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© ITnus the Law of Reaſon and Chriſtianity per- 
„ fectly agree, both of them requiring ſuch a Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition, among Mankind, towards cach 
other, as may beſt conduce to the greateſt Good 
of the Whole; allowing, indeed, of confin'd 
Affections, in ſome particular Relations; but 
not permitting them to be ſo confin'd, as to de- 
oy all Benevolence towards any, or even Com- 
placency, in beautiful Characters, Where we are 
under no perſonal Engagements; for this would 
be allowing what, in the Main, muſt unayoidably 
5 more natural Evil than Good in the 
World, (as all violent, perſonal, or party Attach- 
ment have ſufficiently made appear;) and, there- 
fore, it muſt be undeniably true, that all Men uy 
7% OY 88 the 
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S as to external Forms; 
Chrift'is — 4 there our Charity 
'® etre ; and where two-or'three are mey 
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che Obe of our Charity, in' ſome Degree oe” 


2. AlL Chriſtian Societies, which make r the 
viſible Chutch' of Chriſt, are, in 4 peculiar 
ner, the Objects of our Chari 

x Men, as our Fellow-Creatuies, are entitled 
to our Love and Charity in certain Degrees, what- 
ever their Character, | Circumſtances; or Relation 
be, our F cllow-Chriſtians have an additional Right 
to our Charity ; 'and, in Proportion, as they an- 
fiycr the Chriſtian Charadter, dye are obliged to ex- 
tend to them a more affectionate Benewolenee or 
Complacency, than to other Men. = 
1 0 who is the Head of che whole call 
tive Body of Chriſtians, has an undoubted Riphe, 
to our Hawe Affection; and if we do, indeed, 
love him, we ſhall think ourſelves obliged to love” 
thoſe who are related to him,” and the rather, be! 
Sen we ourſelves are, in the ' fame Manner; re- | 
to him, and, by that Means, pear a fing 
1 Rai to wry be 23 ; S* 
e Paul expreſſes E on thus : 6 8 
? ah er arg one Body in Chrift, and en o * 

ers, one of abt ber . * 7 
ow, this ſpiritual Relation Would inſpirs: us, 
with a comfy labetitia Love and Charity towards 

ri „even to all 0% projeſs' 

their Subjection to Ori 47 their Lord and Sovibur; 
who bulls their Pon of on ths Foundation of the Apoje 
ths an ts; Cbrift Hane being acknowleilg/# 
1 5 s the Head, or Chief Corner-Stome; and 


th, in Ape Degree Worthy" "the "Git 
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e theſe" general ChiraGhers of (hib 
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thi 8 o bis [Preſeciption. 
thing in them con to his on. 
And, as to doctrinal Differences, if they are not 
ſuch'as affect the Foundation; if they be not about 
ſuob Traths, as are very tiftin@ly. revealed; or. 
have a Nate of Neceſſity annexed to them ʒ or. 
* have an immediate and neceſſary Inſtnenoe "upon 
Chriftian — they will not any Man's 
ought not to ks en 
the mutual Erereiß of Chriſtian Charity. It's 
Gy that Capi has 155 . 
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„Fun quence e 
ment. in 9. — having. no Part in the 
real Character of a no Claim to 
2 more than ordinary Degree of Love or Charity, 
as due to a Chriſtian, an,eogount of his being 
ſuch; and where there is a peculiar Affection 
apprdpriated to cs as agree with us in leſſer 
Matters, it is only a Fond neſs for our o.π Judg- 
ment, and à Complacency we. naturally fall inte, 
towards Suh, * have a like Turn of Mind with 


ourſelves : to be diſtinguiſnid 
| fm ter Chan — —.— Perſuns, On 4 


aer of their bete . which all 
wako eh min n 


. thin Yiew af "Things, "whe Froteſtant 8 | 
ome and, Abraad ought to enter- | 

tain fervent Charity towards cach other, becauſe . 
15 ee 2 their Adherenee to the 1 
las of Faith, — built — | di 


x rome a 
=. an "Found all their Ho 222 — 
ife oN N ©" ſame High-Brieht F . 
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ce - of | Chriſtian 
R ſmaller Things ſhould nat a- „ 
that Love: For as, in the Neg, Natural, '. 
3 one Member he more curiouſly adorned LEY 
than anathex, jyct it does not the — i 
more 2 Member of that Body than 

fo, in the Myſtical — nl Chriſt (e Chur) / 


al who agrec-in- the eſſential : Doctriues of Chriſt, 
are Members of his „ however, che may be 
2 Wau ann = 
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the Wy they are en 
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_ viſible Church in general, to 
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ought to loye one another as Brethren? 49d Fa- 


low-Heivs of the ſame Grace. 
As to thoſe Branches of the Chriſtian Churck 
that are Popiſh, there is no Difficulty in aſlert- 
ing, that The: ſame Degree of Charity is not 
due to them, as to thoſe who are ſounder in 
the Faith; for how much ſocver of Chriſts 
Doctrine "thoſe Churches retain among them; 
yet they have left the great Foundation of on 
tianity, viz.” the Authority of Chriſt, as ſſ 
ing to us intelligibly in the Holy Seriptares; 5 


and Have laid another F oundation, . 72 Tradi- 


tion and human Authority; ſo. rp if fy 8 
be called Churches of Obit they 
rupt ones: However, the n 5 we 
much Charity for chern, riſtian . Cbürckes 


becauſe built u Foundation; b 
concerning 2 — wht Members of 1 0l8 
Churches, we — to age udge charitably, yon 4a 


in, may be invin- 
obey: 5 andy t the "Influence of 
pel Brache — ſtill r an 
_ — alley: may attain to — 5 
even the orſt among therm we are PT 
Chriſtian Humanity, te 6 pityy an and pray f their 
igang a 1264, 1 1 
TuE other Part 0 Chiiſtian Character 1 
„ich -renillay Beoſoly" the proper G Seel 


our higheſt Corn placeney, is, their walking wor- 


thy of the Goſpel V ation But, in order Ms 
this to the beſt Adyantage, there 
muſt be a Perſonal Aequaintance: Therefore, 

3. MemBrtrs of the ſanie Chriſtian — 
are ſtill more immediate Objects of one another's 
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TERRE is no doubt; but the ve 
Bors and Charity are due from 


y ſame Offices of 
embers of tlie 
to each other, ;ypowallOc- 
Members of any ono 


caſions that offer, as 
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1 At 
#. 3 


22 Society to one another; but in t ge 
tter Caſe, , where many Chriſtians dwell in a 3 
a Neighbourbood, and have frequent Opportuni- 51 9 
ties of converſing together, they may o ener have f a 
occaſion of exerciſing ſome particula Acts of 

I Charity towards one another, than towards dif- 

4 tant Communitics, and their Members; for by be- = 
5 ing in ſo near a elation, they are Eye-Witneſ⸗ . «4 
\ | ſes of one another's Virtues and Failings, and 1 


7 thereby have a better Opportunity of ſuiting the 

Y various Degrees of Charity, as he Caſe re- 

ö quires. NERD A: P | ; vj 
A In our Chriſtian Societies, the moſt obvious Re- I 
5 lation is between ſuch as be Teachers, and thoſe 4 
A which are taught; the former ſhould have a tender | 
" | Regard to the WeliMſfof their Hearers, eſpecial- 

9, | ly of their Souls, that they may A and to 

4 that End ſhould Flap them with the * Milk of : pet. ij. 2. 

8 | the Word, ſo as they may grow thereby, i. e. ſhould 


place Goſpel Truths in the eaſieſt and moſt natu- 

+ | ralLight they are capable of; and out of Charity 
to the ſpiritual Intereſt of their Hearers, ſhould” 

", | moſtly inſiſt on thoſe Goſpel Truths, which have 

+ | the greateſt Tendencyggo enforce a godly Practice, 

1 leading them from a notional to a practical Reli- 

of gion, and daring to declare the whole Will of 

+ | their Lord and Maſter, without any Fear of Men, 

as being abſolutely Servants only to their Lord 


a Chriſt, and conditionally ſuch to Man, for Chriſt's 5 3 3 
0 Bxsroxs, this Love to the Souls of Men will 9 


+ | oblige them more privately to offer Inſtruction, 

+ | Reproof,, Advice, or Conſolation, according to 

w | the Neceſſities or Deſires of the People, and the 

Probability there. is of doing real Service; and 

of |. this they muſt do, with an equal Regard to all 

ie. | they are related to, as Paſtors or Teachers, be- 
i | Cauſe the Souls of all are of equal Value. h 
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+ ; tion of fach as feed the Flock of Chriſt, it ougu 


to be as becomes the Goſpel, and exemplary-unto 
— 199 1 70 ſhould become — Things unto all 
en, as far as Innocence will permit, giving an 
5 Example of a kind, benevolent, converiible Dif 
* | | — and a ſettled Inclination to all the friend- 
A | y Offices of ſocial Life, thereby ſetting before 
1 others, a Specimen of the Influence Chriſtianity 
ſhould have in promoting Peace upon Earth, and 
good Will towards Men. And ſuch a Conduct 
(whatever miſtaken Notions ſome gay have of it) 
will be a real Inſtance of Love and Charity to the 
Souls of Men, by repreſenting Religion to be 
What it is, an amiable , defign'd for the 
real Benefit of Mankind M this World, as well 
as that which is to come; which may be a means 
of wearing out thoſe detorm'd Apprehenſions ma- 
ny have concerning Religion, and, in Time, of re- 
conciling them to it. 
DOs the other Hand, the Hearers in any Chriſ- 
"RN | tian Society ſhould abound in Love and Charity 
=_- to thoſe who labour in the Word and Doctrine; 
of | their Relation to themdemfinds a more difſtinguiſh- 
ing Affection, than what is due to every Fellow- 
Chriſtian, becauſe their Welfare and Capacity for 
Service 18 of more Importance to the Chriſtian 
Church, than that of any private Chriſtian ; and 
therefore Conſcience ſhould be made of giving 
them all ſuitable Encouragement in the Work of 
the Lord, of treating them with Honour and Re- 


ſpe; and if they have not expoſed themſelves, 
even common Charity requires 3 a Concern, 
at leaſt, for their Reputation, as your own; and, 
Fonſequently, an Abhorrence of alb ſuch baſe Prac- 
tices as wound in ſecret, and a juſt Reſentment 

- againſt thoſe who practiſe or encourage ſuch clan- 
deſtine ill Offices, as tend to deftroy the Uſeful- 
neſs of Miniſters, or the Peace of Societies 
FeiLow 
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* \Ftrrow-Mtnnrtzs of Chriſtian, Societies, 


ſome Allowances for Defects in this Character, 
we to fall into ſuch, ſhould-be glad Men would £ . } 


exactly what 
Brethren, if auy Man be overtaken in a Fault, Gal.vi, 1. 


 rit of Meekneſs, conſidering thy ſelf, leaft thou alſo 
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[ought to abound in all the various Offices of 
Charity to one another, 1 to their 5 
Progreſs in the Chriſtian Life. Thoſe who 
have a Zeal for God, attended with fervent Cha- 

rity. towards their Brethren, and who keep 
thettiſelves by Purity and Sobricty, in a Capa- 

city for all relative Duty, are entitled, not only 
toour Benevolence, but e e and ſince 

no Man is perfect upon Earth, we muſt make 


and not be too ſeyere in cenſuring real Faults, | | 6 

or be haſty in lefſening our Affections upon eve- * 

ch Miſcarriage; for we. ourſelves are liable to '- 
e ſame, or perhaps, greater Faults, and were : 


Judge favourably of us, and not immediately Bo 

ſhew an Averſion to us, on the Account of — 

them; what you wottld therefore Men ſhould do . 

umo you, do you even ſo unto them: This is | 
. Paul directs to, when he ſays, 


ye that are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch à one in the Spi- 


art tempted. 0 | „ 
Nax, in Caſe of Offences, and Wrongs to 
ourſelves, we are not to blab out our Com- | 
plaints, and ſpread them abroad, till we have 1 
:xpoſtulated the Caſe with the Offender ; _ ==M 
nd if that prove ineffectual, he muſt be ſpoke _ 
to before a few others, that iu the Mouth of two Mat. xviii. — 
or three Witneſſes, every Word may be eſtabliſbd, 16, 1j. 1 
i. e. by this means your Complaint when it 
comes to be made publick, will be an eſta- 
bliſh'd Word, atteſted by ſufficicat Witneſſes 
upon whoſe Credit it may be receiv d; and 
indeed no evil Report ſhould be taken up, till 
well atteſted, nay, 8 it be ſo, we ſhould 
| P 8 not 
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not ſhew 2 Fondneſs for propagatin ſuch a 
Report; and leaſt of all ſhould we allow our- 


ſelves in ſo wicked a Practice, as raiſing an evil 
Report of our Neighbour, without any real 
Foundation for it; becauſe Charity forbids 
all theſe Things, and directs to all mutual 
Kindneſſes, and good Offices for one another's 


Edification; whereas, if Cenſure and Calum- 


ny be indulged among any Perſons or So- 
cities, nothing better can enſue than Confuſion, 
and every evil Work. „ 


II. I will conſider how Charity unites Perſous 


1 


and Things. 


I. Cuaxrrx unites the Perſons it obtains 


among. 


Turs it does by making Perſons amiable to 
each other, and A rendering all 'Temptations 
to Animoſity and Diſcord ineffectual. ; 

PErSoONs of a charitable Spirit are meek and 


humble, mild and gentle, patient and forbear- 


ing, and always have an Inclination to Clemen- 
cy and Forgiveneſs : This Diſpoſition renders 
them amiable in ſome Degree unts all Men, and 
in a till higher Degree unto ſuch as partake 
with them in the ſame "Temper : There is 


ſomething ſo 9 5 in kind and beneficent 


Actions, that all Perſons are naturally pleaſed . 
with them, though they have no Share in the 
Beneficence ; but then it's ſuppoſed, that ſuch 


Actions proceed from a Love to Mankind, and 


an Inclination to do Good; for if it be only 

ſuſpected, that ſuch Actions are done from a 

ſelfiſn Motive or Deſign, all the Beauty of them 

is loſt, and no one counts them Praiſe-worthy. 

If then a kind and charitable Diſpoſition, 17 60 
| itſe 


E "4 - 7 7 1 
R 9 : 
2 . * 0 * 
* 3 4 — * 


= * 
- *© 


\ 9 


Bond of Perfefineſs. 27 


Wy 4 
\ 


itſelf ſo lovely, as to engage the Notice and 
Eſteem of the leaſt Diſcerning, of the common _ ;, 
Herd ot Mankind, the boiſterous or the ſtupid, | _ 
who ſeldom feel any kind Emotions in their ("0 
Breaſts, it muſt certainly be more lovely to thoſe 
who have the like Frame of Spirit ; and mu- 
tual Offices'of Kindneſs, as flowing from ſuch a 

| Temper, will make Perſons highly amiable, and 
cauſe them to take the greateſt Complacency in 
cach other; for . where two are. thus agreed, 
(whateyer elſe they differ about,) they may walk 
together, i. e. have a great Intimacy together, 
and find real Pleaſure in their mutual Familiar 
„„ 4 oorruwT aid 
Carry alſo tends ta unite Perſons among 


" 


whom -it obtains, bp ng all cations e 
to Animoſity and Diſcord ineffectual: For this 
Virtue contains in it a ſettled Inclination to 
Quietneſs and Peace, and all the good Affec- 
tions of Gentleneſs, Tenderneſs, and Brotherly- 
ve; ſo. that whoever is endow'd with this 

| Grace of Charity, can bear Inſults; and Injuries 

without any great Reſentment, and entirely 

\ | without Revenge: Such a one is always inclin'd 

| to put the beſt Conſtruction upon every Thing, 

| — to allow for the Lempers and Capacities, 

iche Prejudices and Infirmities of his Neigh- 

- | bour; He can impute a hard Saying to Inad- 
= vertency, or Indiſcretion; and a bad Action to 
- | Paſfion or Miſtake, rather than Malice. Thus 
being cloathed with Charity, he is diſpoſed to 
hide a Multitude of Faults: But, if they are 
too many or great to be paſſed by without No- 

- tice, then he bears all Things, unleſs his own 
Preſervation, and the Safety of others makes a 
Defence or. Proſecution neceſſary; and, when 

he has got the better in either of theſe, he will, 

endeavour to * Enmity of his Ad- 
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rſary by kind Offices 3 and t, if po polbble,.. 


oy is a Mam Aerful Catchy? in 
ces of Berra; ack hes; and is, of all orhers, 
the moſt Perfect Bond of Union. | 25 


5 5 Cnanray, unites the Intereſts of Perſon 
among whom. it: obtains,” j 


5 Cnarrry has for one Part of r Charadter 
this, hat fe ſeeks not her own, i. e. it is not a 
narrow el Principle, which inclines a 4 
only to take Care of himſeff, and his on Fi 
tereſt, but is à Principle inclicing a Man to 
be as ſervicible as he can, to all about him: Lo 
this Purpoſe, is the Apoſtle Pauls Advice in 
two Pl 5 . S. Let 55 Man ſerk bis 09h, - but 
' &very* Min an nother's Wealth, And again: Look 
nb every Mai 1 5 own Things, but very M. 
eſo on 722 5 F others For 656715 was de- 
figned to ce inordinate Selt-Love, (which 
is the Springe mol Wickedvefe) to fit and qua- 
lify Men for Society, and make them capable 
thoſe moral Pleaſures refylting from good A 
. which” Jofinitely Exce all Lak Grati® 


Tur "ahi table. Min eder i by 
concerned for the Intereft of his Neighbour, as 
well as his own; the Rule he walks by, is, to 
do unto others, as he ean with Reaſon expect 
they ſhould 455 unto him; for Which Cauf he 
is not only juſt and righteoys i in all his Deal- 
ings, ine! kind alſo, and. beneficent, aecord- 
W to his own ABN and his Neighbour's 

a 


atone "Exit: with 


* 


nt. 
Shen 3 one will be "Gl Kom envying che 
better Fortune or Character of his Neig hbour; 


for Charity enuyeth not, but takes Pleaſure in 


e Proſperity of others,” and gladly | 2 
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al Oppo rtynities he has of preventing 


. omen bar amiſs of his cighbonr, y et heing prov. xi. I { 


as 7 that 4 25 ſeparateth. l mater 5 


tinued in, upon this ner oy” 
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Da 
mage to 2 5 Brother's e on ame: —_ 
He knows, that a good Name. is better par] | 9 
precious. Olatment, nay, valuable as Life, and - i 
therefore o oppo poſes the lie of Scandal, and 2 
Calumny Wherever he can; nay, though ke = 


2 Spirit, he; conceals. the Matter, if it iz. | I 

hot very heinous and detrimental to 43 
for he Gs that Flatrery, which revealetb 1. Prov. xx. 
crets'; an Tale-bearing which. flirveth. pat Strife, 19 


D 5 aud the Lord ateb bin Wet 
Lc among Brethren. hf 

02 Charity will make a Nan of Under- 

1 10 to be of an een Spirit, and. is the. 

5 en ple, that can curb a narrow ſelfiſn 

ttone, and rende (30 the ſepera te Intereſts, 

er 13 N e with ene * 
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is the Perf, een of all Sele 7% e 
rao: be 705 Structure or orm o of : 2 
e. not ſo 5 as its anſycrir 
the 125 at Eid of alt viz, the mutu 
Security and FA Fai 9 li its Members. ; and 
all voluntary Societies ate entered into, or con- 


FTuoben the artificial Bonds of Society. may 
pretty tolerabty unite Perſons, and for the 
= Rl prevent notorious Vielence and 

yet, unleſs the 71 be alſo united 
u 8 a Angie of mutual Benevolence and 
Aae, the End K 1 Wen 0 ws, 
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Te Se Brgy the x 
be ſo well anſwered, and the Stability of it wilt 
be. n 
nus in Civil Societies, though there may 
th ever ſo many good Laws for their Security; 
yet, if a NE emper 5 revails, it will lead 
y Accs of 


njuſtice or Inhuma- 
And, if Ui be an 1 5 ſelfiſh Com- 


3 ſo as to ſplit a Community into dif- 
ferent Parties, it is ps to apprehend, how a 


Society may thereby be endanger'd ; for it is 


| volence, there an 7 cr; 


both à natural Eg revealed Princip le, that a 
. - Kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand: 


But where a Spirit o Humanity and Kindneſs. 
obtains, and ſuch a Regard is had to the Good 
of the hy that wblick Benevolence 4 
place of all ſelfiſh Ws, and 4 Ee ke Bene 


fect; becauſe it has, not! ng within 1 pe 
Nyeiſt any Meaſures bein taken that may 7 
for its Benefit, and it is fo throughly une 


ed, as not to be caſily ce by qriqnal 


Force . 


Tus Caſe is the ſame, as to religivng So- 


cieties: All particular Churches and Con- 


7 Base that be Chriffian,. are only fo. * 
ranches of Chriſt's univerſal Church, rel 

22 to one another by their common Chi 
nity ; juſt as particular Civil Societies are on- 


=; differetit Branches of, the general Society 
Mankind, wherein they are related to 1 


another, by their common. Humanity ; and, 
in ke Manner as civil Societies, Whatever 


their different Forms may be, cannot be ſo 


ect or ſo well Wi as they ſhould be 


without thoſe human Diſpoſitions of Love 


and Kindneſs, which Men owe one another 
as Fellow-Creatures of the ſame Nature; ſo, 


— ular r Chriſtian Churches, however diver- 


ſify d 


as of mw wu IS 
fied from one another, by their own By-Laws 
and Cuſtoms, cannot any of them maintain a 
thorough Peace and Union among themſelves, 
without that general Duty of Charity which 
they owe unto all who partake with them, in 
what is properly and truly the common Chriſ- 
tianity. | 

Txxs is the true Bond which naites all Chit +. BY. 

tians, and renders them a compleat rfe& Bo- 
dy: And this — is the only hing that 

| can — any parti Society en ro 4 
ly united among 2 
count, more than any Perf the Kpodle Ales 


Charity, the Bond of Perfetineſs; for he had 
before expreſſed his earne that the Co- 

Joffians, and all other Chriſtians, might be knit Col: a. 
together in Love; and therefore in the Text he 

muſt be ſu poſed to mean thus, Put on Charity, 

which is the 122 of Derfettneſs, i. e. which is 

the Bond 5 that Fs Union there ought to 

be in the Body of Chr Chriſt, whereby the whole 
Church Deccan p, or ons Ws pH 


| 77 this is the direct Meaning of St. Pau! 
will appear farther, from a Paſſage in his, "Epi 
tles to the Ephbeſia ans, where . of the 

whole Church he ſays, He gave ſome Apoſtles, E Ph ir. u, 
| ſome Prophets, ſome Evangelift 5 ome Paſtors and 
A. Teachers, for the pe e the Saints, for 
5 the edi 55 ing of the. Body of Cbriſt, till we all 
| come to "the nity of Faith, and of the Know- 
| age 2 Son of God, to à perfect Man, un- 
! to the Meaſure of the Stature, of the Fullneſs of 
) 


= 
Chrift ; and how we may arrive at this Perfec- 5 
tion, he ſhews, by adding, But ſpeaking the Mahn _ 
Truth in Love, (or rather as it ſhould be tranſ- 7% & 4:4 
5 lated, being real or true in Love, we may grow q 7e. 
- | up into bim in all | Things, who is the — 
eden 


5 9 * * 
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—_— 7 on Gs pi ben "the whole B64 77 
—_— | Joined: together, aud "compatied by that whic | 
A | every Font 'ſupplieth, according to the: effettnal |} © 


Wark „ in the Meaſure of every Part, maketh 
5 Increaſe of the Body,” unto the edifying of itſelf 
3H : in Love: And in the Beginning of the Chapter, 
* w whence this Quotation is fetch'd, the tle 
3 vez. flikes Love the Bed Fact, Which clearly | | 
lf intimates hat he funds by the Bee Per | 


5 _ 
| ENCE It's evident, that in the Jadgment of 
| St. Paul, Charity, or Love, is the great Center 
of Unity for al the » Catches of Chriſt; and 
—— th 2 e in this, (whatever elſe they differ 
ES 7 more tw eh Uniy oe Body 
NY nity of Opt- 
nion, with a Difference m e Acdee don. | 
Ax as to . Churches, if there be 
not a mutual between the Members of 
=_ them, a Love inclining each of them to with 
£8 | and defire, that every Thing may be done for 
= the Service of the whole Society, rather than 
3 . to _ their own icular umour or In- 
=_— tereſt, there is no Aſſurance that ſuch a Society 
= * can long ſubſiſt; for claſhing Intereſts and Hu- 
| mours will uce Strife; and thoſe who can- 
1 e * their Point, will think themſelves ag- 
1 11 80 ed, and be tempted to ſeek for Peace and 
= denten elſewhere; by which Means Socie- 
ties are diſpers'd, and come to nothing. But 
Charit is the Bond of Peace, creates a eee | 
die Haien wherever it obtains; and by thus gi- 
_ - mogracd to NW Societics, makes them 


perfect. „ 
7 | 2. Tuc Union reſulting from Charity, is 5 
ve 
90 
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Nee 


2 onen S 


F the perfecting Character of a Chriftian. Or, no- 
Ws Ts _ more compleats a Chriſtian's Character, 
1 | i than 
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N Ugion with all the M em: 
and compleat, wanting nothing; juſt as a 
Sympathy between Members of the fame natue | J 
7 y, diſcovers not only their Relation, 5 3 
ut Compleatneſs: that they are not defeQtive, - + | 9 
15 rfect, and fitted for the Service of the Wo 
. 


* — el eddg Gig wiſhes his Fü N 
E e wi 8 | | {I 
lowers in this Word f a ſtrict Union among * 
themſelves; and this, as their higheſt Perfection 

at preſcnt; for thus he earneſtly prays for them, FR 

Hoy Father, keep through thy Name, thoſe whom john xvii. 

thou haſt given me, that they may be one, as e 11, 20, 21, 

are, == == Neither pray 1 for theſe alone, but for 23. 

them alſo which. ſball believe on me through their 

Word; that they all may be one, as thou Father 

art in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be 

one in us. - And the Glory which thou gaveſt 
me, 1 have given them, that tbey may le one, 
even as We are one, I in them, aud thou in me, 
that they may be made perſedt in one. And that 
this Union, which true rigs have with 
one another, and thereby with and Chrift, 
is an Union founded on mutual Affection, wp 
pears from the Teſtimony of the ſame 5 e 


: A 
who recites the juſt now quoted Prayer of our "1 
Lord; for in his firſt general Epiſtle, he thus 1 
writes 5 fo — 
_ BELOFED, let us lova one anuther, for Love 1 John ir. 3 


is of God, and every one that loveth, is born of 7, 1. 16. 
4 F ue love oue another, God e e 
in us, and his Love is perfected in us. He 
that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and 
I God in bim. Fa Man {9 I love God, and | 
| Hateth his Brother, he is a Lyar ; for he that lor | . 2 
vet h not his Brother, whom he hath ſeen, how | — 
£48, he love God, _— he hath not ſeen? And Wes 17: 
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n, he 9 ſays, £ this the Child 8 
2 are mi Af ah arg the AT | 
Daeuil; ub . couſheſs,"is. t 

; cv neit ber he that loberh 25 bis Brother.- 
is the Commandment of 'Gt 
_believe on the Namd'of bis 88h 
.  Jove one another, as he gave mana 
Hence it's evident, 23 un A P 
are Children of the Devil, and Cs 
a Level with Faith in Chriſt} there 
Eos fince Faith, wieheut Love, will not cntitle 
9 beneficial Relation to God 55 
Chriſt, that Union Which reſults from Chari 
muſt _ che ern Character of a 
tian. 


re Tnar Union which alle from n Chari, 


the perfefting i F. eit of human L. 
On may the Tru of this, to 
wer ranquility of thoſe Minds that are at Peace 


with all all Mien? How caltn'and'eafy is their = 
* through Life? and r little are they dif- 
turb d with the unavoidable Calamĩties of it, i 
compariſon wich other Men? For the Principle 
of Charity that unites Perſons, unites alſo their 
| Intereſts, and makes them chearfully to bear one 
another's Burdens, and alleviate each other's 
Miſery. | 
Nax, though a Perſon who is 1 to his 
- Fellow-Creatures and Chriſtians, upon the ge⸗ 
nerous Principles of Humanity and 2 
ſhould be ſo unfortunate, as to be ſituated a- 
mong thoſe who have no ſuch Turn of Mind” 
_— he has a real Spring of Happineſs nd 
{clf, and pt hy oh of tha 5 
which che ſelfiſh ; Appetites and N 5 
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rity. i 8 
: Tx E Happineſs of Heaven is, throughout 


Scripture, repreſented as a. ſocial one; the In- 


habitants of Heaven are defctib'd as one great 
Society, incorporated under Chriſt, as their 
common Head; and their Employments and 

Entertainments are ſhadowed out to us, to be 

ſach as they all partake in; no ſelfiſh ey 
Delights, but a Community of Happineſs, 

which is render'd compleat, by the happy Spi- 

rits —_—— n in 51 2 Feli- 
city, an ually · conve together in 
F Alowſhi $of oy. 2 5 5 7 on 
Nov all this Felicity ariſes from that entire 
Union there is among the bleſſed Inhabitants 

of the happy World above: They are all uni- 
ted in their Aims and Views, have no mean ſe- 
parate Intereſt to purſue, but all combine in 

the ſame grateful Work, of fearching out and 

contemplating the variouſly diſplay'd Beautics 

of the Deity, and in rendring' al/ Glory, Ho- 
nour, and Praiſe, unto him that ſits upon the 

Throne, ani unto the Lamb for ever and 

4.4 abi 5 io ; 
Tuis Union, and all the Happineſs reſult- 
ing from it, derives from Love; for without 

Love there is no Happineſs, at leaſt, no ſo- 
cial one; and, therefore, ſince that ſtrait U- 
nion, which obtains among the heavenly Houſe- 
hold, and is the Spring of all their mutual 

Joy, ariſes chiefly from that fervent Love 
© which thoſe beatified Spirits entertain for 


God and Chrift, and one another, it muſt 


follow, that the Union reſulting from Cha- 
rity, compleats even the Felicity of Hea 
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Tuus Charity unites Perſons 8 


24 "contributes to the: Perf den or _ 


Tes, 


hereyer it obtains; or in the Phraſe of the 
is the Bond of Perfetimeſs. 


1. The ' Excellency of Charity pra f 
| yw * 70 pur'it on. 


Tur Eschen of Charity, 8 fo very 
t, not only · in itſelf, but wich d 
o us, ſhould 


can more becoming for che New 
Man to appcar ii 


peat in, than this; for it is the 
incipal. Goſpel Grace or Virtue, 


it, or be ſubſcrvicnt to it ; therefore 
we ſhould adorn ourſelves with this amiable 
Grace above all Things, becauſe it will caſt a 
Luftre upon all our ot - Graces, and give a 
real 7 and Goodneſs to ous whole relative 
Behaviour. 

Bur if, beſides this, Charity be ſo. excellent 
with regard to; us, as to make up a ſub- 
ſtantial Part of our reſent. and future Hap- 
pineſs, we are very _ unkind to ourſelves, if 


we cannot be 5 Nl with to put it on; 
5 790 0 n d this 


15 ſition, our Obeying the 
Love wi 


Selk. Lore the beſt Direction, and con 


If we have, therefore, any juſt Regard. for our 
own Welfare, we. ought gratefully to acknow- 
eſs of God to us 


has the greateſt Tendency to our 
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_ ted all Things, from no other Motive. than 
bis own  Inclination to communicate of his 
Goodneſs unto others; and he till preſcrves 
his Creatures in bein \ furniſhing out all thoſe 
Accommodations, w ich be ſuitable to their 
85 and Rank, that he might fully anſwer 
his own Benevolent Inclination, and intimate 
unto. his reaſonable Creatures, how he contis 
nually delights, in doing Good, and how much 
it Þ bis ill, that they ſhauld imitate him, 
And by mutual Love and Charity Pape Oh | 
. 8 of all about them. | 
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2 diſcover unto us ſo much Goodneſs 
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1 Example of generous diſintereſted Love, 
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came by Jeſus Chriſt ? The whole Procedure 
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us, as God's Love extended to us, 
while we were yet Sinners: For St. Paul in 
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covet 4 Likeneſs with God, in his natural 
ions; but were that attainable by us, 
in the Degree they wiſhed for it, yet it 
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us, in Compariſon with what 2 Likeneſs to 
God in his moral Perfections will be; for 
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what Degree of Perfection or Happineſs 
are capable of. Since then the Goodneſs 
Love of God ſhine brighter to us than all 
the reſt of his moral 


his other Excellencies more amiable to his Crea- 
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lory, and therefore. muſt be ours; and what 
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Creatures, and cl>cciatly our Fellow-Chriſtians, 
will raiſe us to the neareſt Reſemblance with 
5 God and his Love; for thus St. Job aſſures us, 
1 John iv. that although no Mat hath ſeen Gad at any 
Nie, pet if we'love one another, God dwelleth in 
9 "#5, and bis Love is perfected in u. 
Heb. i. 3. Ou Lord Chriſt alſo, who is ftiled the Bright- 
neſs bis Fatber's Glory, and the expreſs Image ” 
of: his Perſon, gave us a very livel Example 
of Love and Charity while he dwelt in Fleſh 
a for he continually went about, doing good, = 
Mat. xx. after a tedious Courſe'of / Sufferings, gave bis 
ab. Life a Ranſom for many. This was the 
Inftance of Love that could be ſhewn'm _ 
Nature; for as Chriſt himſelf expreſſes it, 1 
Joba xv. er Love hath no Man than this, that a ay 
'3* down his Life for his Friends; 'but St. Paul, in 
Commendation of this Love, ſays, that while 
Rom. v. 8B. e were yet Sinners, Chrift died for un. 
- 'Tars high Degree of Love we cannot fully 
come up to; but according to the Meaſure of 
our Ability, we ought to. be Followers. gf 
Chriſt, and if we are called tor ſuffer, as Chriſt 
et. j. was, we mult follow his Steps, who pt Nay 
21,23. reviled, reviled not N : when. be ſuffered, 
\threatned not. Nay, the Apoſtle ſays,, we 
1 John ii. 'ought, in ſuch Circumſtances, to $0 down our 
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